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T1 HNA 


H O' the Lives of Great and Good 
Men are of fins inmlar Uſe to the 
— the Lives and Manners of the 
Reader to an Happy Imitation of them in 
whatever their Excellencies chiefly conſiſt ; 
Tet with reſpe& to the Interior of any 
Perſon, ſo as to come to the Knowledge of 
what Manner of Spirit he is of; as 4 his 
may be beſt diſcern'd by his private and 
Familiar Letters; So there are no Remains 
of Great and Good Men more worthy to 
be preſervd and exhibited for publick 
Good, than ſuch their Letters, eſpecially 
A 


when 
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when Written upon ſome conſiderable Emer- 
gency. And it might be of no ſmall Ser- 
dice if more could be preſented to the pub- 
lick of the Remains of any Kind, than are 
come to my Knowledge, of that Excellent 
Divine Mr. Rawlett, than whom ſcarcely 
any could be found better efteem'd both in 
the Place of his Nativity, and where he 
Exercis'd his Mini$try , As alſo Abroad in 
the World upon the Account of ſome exce!- 
lent Pieces written by Him, eſpecially the 
Chriſtian Monitor. 

However in Reference to both his Lite, 
and his Remains, I have been enabl d to 
tranſmit ſomething worthy of Mr. Raw 
lett, as ſpeaking bim a very fit Original 
for others of the Inferior Clergy to Copy 
afier. And ſhall therefore ſubjoin it to 
the Life of Mr. Bernard Gilpin; and 
ihis the rather, as the MiniStry of both 
was Evercis'd in the ſame Northern Parts, 
and in ihe Dioceſe of Durham. 

Now Mr. John Rawlett was Born at 
Tamworth 7: Warwickſhire of worthy 
and Honeſt Parents; his Mother of great 

Piety, 
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Piety, and finding in her Son, thro the 
ſingular Grace of God, an Farly and Hap- 


py Bent to what was Good, ſhe devoted 
Him in her own Mind, lite Hannah he 


Mother of Samuel, to the Service of God, 


in the Work of the Miniſtry, as hoping 
that one ſo Religiouſly diſpos'd from his 
Childhood, would be uſeful in the ſame to 
the Glory of God and the Salvation of 
Souls. A Conſideration which it would 
be Happy for the Church, if all Parents 
were ſolely Govern'd by, in their Deſign- 
ing any Son already Born, or to be Born 
into the World, for the Service of the 
Altar. 


And I ſay of any Son to be Born into 


the World. For ſo it is, that the ſole (on- 
federation, eſpecially with too many Perſons 
of Quality, in Breeding up a Son for the 
Miniſtry, being with a View to the Preſent- 
ing Him to ſome Good Living or Benefue 
in their ow»n, or the Patronage of ſome Re- 
lation or Powerful Friend ; They do as Dr. 
Echard, the Author of the Contempt of 
the Clergy, terms it, Predeſtinate Hin: be- 
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fore he ſhall be Born, to that Sacred Office. 
But whether well Qualify'd or not, with re- 
ſpe to Learning or Morals, to be uſeful in 
the MiniStry, it matters not with them, little 
weighing the tremendous Truſt repoſted in 
the Patron of Churches, as upon whoſe 
Good and Conſcientious Diſpoſal of a Cure 
of Souls, next under God, depends the Sal- 
vation of many Hundreds. But ſuch had 
beſt beware left thro' Choice of an Igno- 
rant, Lazy, or Immoral wretch, converting 
the Profits of a Living to Uſes not ſuit- 
able to the CharaGer of a Clergyman, or Se- 
cularing them, ſo as to Live not on, but up- 
on the Incomes of the Cure, as Gentlemen do 
upon the Iſſues of their Temporal Eſtaies; 
Exerciſing little or nothing of the Fun&ti- 
ons of the Minitry themſelves in ſuch 
Cures, and taking perhaps as little Care 
to hade the full Meaſures of Paſtoral In- 
ſtruction both Concionatory and Cateche- 
rical, diſcharg d by others detuted by them ; 
To ſuch Patrons of Churches, I/ venture 
to ſpeak my Thoughts, That it behowes 
them to beware leſt they themſelves ſhould 
be 
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be Anſwerable for the Loſs of Souls, and 
the intollerable Miſchiefs done by their 
wretched Clerks to the Houſe of God. And 
to ſpeak fully my own Senſe of the Mat- 
ter- I know not any Truſt in the World, 
for the undue Diſcharge of which more is 
to be Anſwer d, than for the Preſenting or 
Preferring, an Immoral, Negligent, or even 
an Indiſcreet Clerk giving juſi Occaſion of 
Offence, Not that I take all Patrons of 
Churches, and take Lay-Patrons perhaps 
as little Guilty as any, of this fatal Incon- 
ſficleration; for of Lay-Patrons I have 
known ſome ſo careful in their Choice, 
and among the Sons of Gentlemen I know 
others ſo Self-denying and Diligent in their 
MiniStry ; of both whom 1 may ſay, in 
Compariſon of others, that J have not 
found ſuch Faith in Iſrael. Among the 
former of which, the following Account I 
am giving of the Excellent Mr. Rawlett, 
leads me to exhibit a very memorable In- 
Stance or Two, and that not a little re- 


dounding to the Honour of Mr. Rawlett 
himſelf 


About 


The PREFACE. 

In ibe Tear 1682, the Vicarage of 
Coleſhill in Warwickſhire becoming V a- 
cant, the then Patron Lord Simon Digby, 
Was earneftly applied to by ſeveral Candi- 
dates more than. uſual, and that too with 
Letters of Recommendation from Perſons of 
Quality, far and near. But that Excellent 
Lord; (4 Luminous Star no Doubt, now 
in Heaven, for few had he his Equals for 
good Senſe and Solid Piety whilſt on Earth) 
ſolely Intent upon providing his Church 
with the very beſt of PaStors he could 
get, hearing much of the Fame of Mr. 
Rawletr, wrote to him to New Caſtle up- 
on Tyne, inviting him to accept of the 
Vacant Living; Afſuring him, that as it 
was his own Great Concern to provide the 
Pariſh of one, who would hawe the Honour 
of God, and the Salvation of Souls, a- 
bowe all Things at Heart; So the great 
CharaGter he had beard of bin as ſuch, in- 
duc el him to make Choice of him as one in 
whom he promis d himſelf to have the great- 
eſt Satisfaction in the Acceptance of that 


Living. It may be rvaſily imagin'd, 
1 bat 
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what a divided State of Mind ſuch an 
Invitation did put the good Mr. Raw- | 

lett into; on the one Hand, to deny him- 

ſelf the Comfort of Living with a Patron 
and Pariſhioner, ſuch as too few of us of 

the Clergy now adays do enjoy, and with- 

al the being Seated near the Place of his 5 

Naticity; On the other to Leave the Peo- 

ple, who had that Value for him and ſo 
dearly low'd him, and with whom bis Mi- 
niſtry had been ſo Succeſsful as it ſoon 

appear d For the good People of New- 

Caſtle no ſooner heard of this Honourable 

Invitation, but they ſo earneftly beſet him 

with their Intreaties, not to leave them, 

that he was forc'd to excuſe himſelf to my 

Lord, which be did with the Greateſt 

Acknowledgments f the Honour he did 

him in thinking him worthy of his Favour 

in this Reſpect. Some Lords and Patrons 

perhaps would inwardly have reſented 4 
Refuſal of this Kind, or at leaſt deſpis'd 

the Man for his Imprudence in refuſing 4 

Benefice on ſuch out of the Way (onſidera- 

tions, as the Remaining in the Station be 

was 
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The PREFACE. 
was in on the ſcore of doing more Good 
therein, than he could be capable of Mini- 
ſtring to elſewhere. But this, on the con- 
trary, did very much encreaſe his Eſteem 
with the Lord Digby, inſomuch that be 
wrote to him again, that ſince he could 
not for ſuch good Reaſons accept of the 
Living Himſelf, he would Recommend one 
to him like Himſelf, one who would have 
at Heart the Salvation of Souls, and to 
whom with ſafety to his own, he might 
Commit that (ure. With thu Command of 
my Lord, Mr, Rawlett moſt chearfully com- 
ply'd, letting him know, that he had one 
in his Eye, who he promis'd himſelf would 
fully Anſwer his Lordſhip's Deſires, whom 
therefore, he requiring it of him, he would 
heartily propoſe ; aud the Perſon whom he 
Recommended prov'd to be that Great and 
Renowned Divine Mr. Kettlewel, for whom 
that Excellent Lord, after he had receiv/'d 
him into his Family, had ſuch an Evteem, 
that no Danbt, it was what ſpurr'd him on, 
to expedite what he had precedingly reſolꝰ d 
in his ewn Mind, which was to give up 
the 
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the great T ythes of Coleſhill to the Church 
for ever, but could not finiſh that Pious 
Deſign himſ elf, being taken off by Death, 
but had it ſo much at Heart as to Recon 
mend it to the Right Honourable the pre- 
ſent Lord Digby, the Heir to his Honour 
and Eſtate, as well as Virtues. 

Nor was this the only Inſtance in the 
Kind of that Excellent Lord's Devotion 
to God and his Church, for he had alſo 
not long before bis Death, purchaſed the 
Tythes of Overwhitacre, "where he bad 
bes Nurs'd, and which 0 hurch had been 
almoſt quite ſtripp d of its Maintainance 
for a MiniSter, deſigning likewiſe to ſet- 
tle tho e Tythes on that Church for ever; 
But in a ver) few Tears, he had laid up 
by theſe and a Multitude of other good 
Works, Treaſures ſo great in Heaven, 
that it pleaſed God to Call him ſoon hence 
to enjoy the ſame And therefore, which 
was all that he had Time to do, Recom- 
mended upon his Death-Bed, This alſo to 
be finiſhed by bis Brother : Both which, 


and a preat deal more, of the ſame and 
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the lite Kind, his Succeſſor has done, hav- 
ing, beſides the ſettling the Great Tythes of 
Colethil 22 Overwhitacre, Grven Ground 
for the Site, and been at a wery conſi- 
derable Charge towards Frecting a wery 
fine Far onage-Honſ, e on the former, and 
Rebuild a ruin'd Chappel near his Seat in 
Dorletthire, adding his own to the Royal 
Bounty for its Endowment ; Founded Iwo 
Libraries at Coleſhil aud Overwhitacre, 
contributed Bountifully io Two more Libra- 
ries, one at Warwick, the other at Sher- 
born, Built a Repoſitory for the Paro- 
chial Library at Sheldon, another ReSo- 
ry whereof he is Patron, and moreover 
founded Charity-Schools at Coleſhil, and 
Sherburn : Rebuilt 2 Church on his Eftate 
in Ireland, and alſo Raiſed a Charity- 
School there. Sure I am, ſuch a Par 
nobile Fratrum are ſcarcely to be met with 
in Story. Nor did ever any Copy come 
nearer to the Original, than has appear'd 
in the J. iheneſs of the latter of theſe to the 
former in another Article of true Happi- 


meſs, beſides that of being Good, and do- 
ing 
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ing Good, which is all that Life is good 


for, viz. in the Keward of their good 
Works. Both theſe Brothers were marry'd 
to Two ſuch Siſters, Ladies who added 10 
their high Birth ſuch an exalted Degree of 
Fiety and Goodneſs, os has rendred both 
of them the Love and Adunration of all 
that knew them : The former deceaſed, an 
Example for her eminent Vertue, and Fie- 
ty, too great for any but a Kettlewel to 
diſplay : Her ſurviving Siſter, ſo eminent 
likewiſe in both Reſpecis, as will render it 
\ Difficult for any of his Succeſſors, how- 
ever an eminent Hiſtorian, and Orater, to 
do her CharaGer Juſtice. 

Well; but however, like in their Vertues, 
and the Rewards, thoſe two Lords have 
been; there is one particularity inthe Tranſ- 
actions of the former Tord (in his earneſt 
Defires, the Patron of Mr. Rawlett) ſo Re- 
markable, that if but to do Honour to Mr. 
Rawlett himſelf, we ought by no Means 
to paſs it over in Silence, and that 1s, 
that in King James's Parliament ſoon af- 
ter his Acceſſion to the Throne, the Houſe 

B 2 being 
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The PREFACE. 
being upon drawing up their Addreſs 
of Thanks to the King for aſſuring them 
of Maintaining the Church of Eng- 
land, this Toung Hero in the Cauſe of 
God's Church, ſtanding up, mov/d, That 
thoſe moſt Remarkable Words might be 
added, which is dearer to us, than our 
Lives; which coming from ſo Young a 
Gentleman, juſt Return'd from his I ra- 
wels, as it drew the Eyes and Admiration 
of the whole Houſe upon him, and was 
agreed to without Demur; So it drew the 
Frowns of the Court, as he ſoon perceiv'd, 
who had mob rather hawe had us Apo- 
ſtates from, than Martyrs for our moſt 
Holy Religion. And this noble Teſtimony 
of this Brave and Good Lord was ſo far 
Keſented by that vindictive Prince, that 
when ſome Tears afterwards in Ireland, 
he Proſcrib'd about Four Hundred No- 
blemen and Gentlemen for not appear- 
ing in his Parliament there, forfeiting 
wmithal their Estates; That of Geaſhil, 
tle Barony of the Lord Digby, be 
made an immediate Grant to one Sir Pa- 
| trick 
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trick Trant, an obſcure Fellow, but a Fave 
rite; Nor tall the Solicitation of one, 
who thought he had Merit enough of bis 
own to interpoſe with the King, to revoke 
that Grant, in Favour of Lord Digby 

and to expunge him out of thoſe Proſcrib bd, 
prevail upon him, his Reſentment for that 
| Lord's Steddineſs having made him ſo 
much the Mark of his Vengeance, as to 
return upon the Lord, who Solicited that 
Favour with thoſe reverb Words, No, 

I remember him very well, in my Parlia- 
ment in England, ſuppoſin ng bim to be the 
Perſon, then Poſſeſſor of Eſtate. An 
InStance of that — 1 Prince s both Bi- 


gotry and Cruelty, ſuch as may alone ren- 
der us ſenſible what a Mercy it was to 


us, that we were delivered of him. 

But what is this, ſome will be apt to 
ſay, to the Caſe in Hand, the Life and 
Merit of Mr. Rawlett? I think it adds 
vaitly to his Character. Shewing that it 
was not without good Grounds, it became 
ſo great, and (ind ſo bright. far and 


near; as to Occaſion bis being invited 
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from far off, to the Cure of Souls, by ſo 
excellent and diſtinguiſbing a Perſon as 
the Lord Simon Digby ; For as on the one 
Hand, the Paying Conrt, ſervilely Sollicit- 
ing Great Men 65 EcclefiaStical Bene ſices 
and Promotions, is what does very much 
depreciate otherwiſe very deſerving Per- 
ſons, tho ſometimes ſcarcely avoidable ; ſo 
to be ſought out for a Great Benefice, and 
to be Sollicited themſelves barely on the 
Account of their Merit, to accept of ſuch, 
eſpecially when ſought to by Patrons of ſuch 
diStinguiſh'd Judgment and Goodneſs as 
the Lord nom mention d; This alone is ſuf- 
ficient to illuſtrate thoſe of the Brighteſt 
Charafter, and even ſome of the Greateſt 
among the Clergy And this we may be 
moreover ſure of, that ſuch a one in what 
Station ſoever, will be therewith Content, 
and not one of thoſe Helluones Beneficio- 
rum, who think they hade not their Quan- 
tum Sufficit of Preferments in the Church, 
till they have Monopoliz'd Three, Four, or 
Five Livings and Dignities, whilſt others 
of Great Merit are forcd to linger away 

the 


the wigarous and ative Part of their [| 
Lives uſeleſly in their Colleges, or to live | 
half ſtarv/d, on ſome plunder d Vicarage. 
And this Hundreds now may do : before | 
they ſball find a Good Lord Digby, to in- 
Lite them to, and moreover endow a good 1 
Bene ſice for them : Nay, and not only ſo, Cl 
but maintain the Rights of their Churches, 
if incroach'd upon by Sacrilegious Hands ; Ll 
as the preſent Lord and Patron has been 
known to do, in two Inſtances, ſaying, be 
look'd upon it as the Duty of a Patron, not 
only to Beſtom a Living Conſt cientiouſly, but 
| to preſerve its juſt Dues, tho it ſhou'd be at 
his own Coſt ; and upon this ſcore the more 


requiſite, fince ſuch is the Perwerſeneſs of ql 
the People, that they will be ſe 0 prejudic d | ; 
againſt the Incumbent, who ſhall go to " 


Law for his Tythes, as never to ſuffer il 
themſelves to receive any Benefit from his is 
MiniStry, under the Notion, forſooth, that | 1 
the MiniSter muſt needs be a Litigious, 
nay, 4 Covetous Prieſt, if he goes to Law 
for his own, however unwillingly, and 


however forc d upon that ungrateful Re- | 
| 
1 


nmedy 
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medy in his own Defence, and his Church's 
Right, with which he is imruſted; whilſt 
the Hypocritts can ſee no ſuch Thing as Co- 
vetouſneſs in their own detaining ſuch Right. 

Thus with the Impuclence of the Adulte- 
rous Woman in the Prov. 30. 20. who 

cateth and wipeth her Mouth, and faith I 
have done no wickedneſs, will the Sly and 
Coveteous Worldling, ſteal the Ththe-Sheaf: 
or Lamb, and own it no harm to Rob the 
Parſon. An hard Dilemma upon a (on- 
ſcientious PaStor. For F he ſhall main- 
tain by Law the Rights of his Charge, hu 
moſt fairhfid MiniStry will be loft upon 
them, which will be a ſingular Grief to 
ſuch ; If for quiemneſs Sake be ſuffers him- 

| ſelf and Family to be ſtaro'd out, and 
his Succeſſors to ſuffer the like, and his 

Church Sacrilegiouſiy Robb'd thro his Pu- 
fillanimity; and what n till worſe, his 
Fariſhioners, or the other Church-Robbers 
to go on living and dying in mortal Sin 
IT cannot ſee, how he ſhall excuſe himſelf 
of being à partaker in other Men's Sins. 
But neither of theſe Inconveniencies have 
befallen 
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befallen the Incumbent under the Patronage 
of a Digby, it being the Maxim of that 
truly Noble Family, that it belongs to a 
Patron, to Protect as well as Beſtow 4 
Church. And ſurely then it muſt redound 
to the no ſmall Honour of Mr. Rawlett, 
and be a wery great TeStimony of his 
Worth, as a Perſon highly deſerving Pre- 
ferment, to have been ſought out to accept 
of one beſtom d by a GOOD Lord Digby ; 
An Honourable Epithet ſurely, which ſeems 
to have gone along by a Gift of Grace, 
better than an Entail, with the Honour and 
Inheritance; I am ſure is better founded, 
than that of Moſt Chriſtian, claim d by a 
Greater Houſe. 
Another Article for which the Memory 
of Mr. Rawlett will be ever dear to me, 
is ; That after a moſt uſeful and Edifying 
Life, in which within the Compaſs of a 
few Tears (for he died Aged but about 
Forty Four) he may be juStly thought, to 


have been the happy InSirument of gaining 


more Souls to God, by his Plain, Pathe- 


tick and Practical Preaching, and by an 


C uncom- 
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uncommon exemplarineſs in Life and (on- 

werſation, than moſt others in the Days he 
liv d in, however . fruitful in Men eminent 
for both Piety and Learning: That ober 
Article, I ſay, which renders this Good 
Man valuable with me, is This, That at 
his Death he left his Library, which was 
not Inconſiclerable, to Tamworth the Town 
he was Born in; No doubt, on this Conſi- 
deration, as well as that it was the Place 
of his Nativity, that the Living was in a 
manner ſtripp d of all its Endowments at 
the Reformation, inſonmch that it was 
lately endeavour'd to have it Augmented by 


the R. Bounty, cou'd ſome other Benefadli- 


ons be obtain d to Eutitle it to the ſame. 


To this Place he bequeath'd (beſides the ve- 
ry ſmall EState he had acquir'd of about 20 l. 


per An. Parily in Augmentation of the Cure 


as alſo f the School, the Remainder to o- 
ther Charitable Uſes) a very waluable Set of 
Books; Many of them being of Internal 
Worth, as well as conſiderable with Reſpect 
to Numbers, Thoſe are Repoſited in a Large 
Room in an Alms- fone {onnded by the Late 
| Mr. 
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Mr. Guy, and are under the Keys of the In- 
cumbent,the School-MaSter, and a Third Per- 
ſon, but are committed to the CuStody of the 
8 chool-MaBler of the Town : With a free 
Acceſs for any Neighbouring Clerg yman, as 
well as Miniſter in the Town, to come to Stu- 
dy therein; And which renders it more uſe- 
ful, any Neighbouring Miniſter complying 
with the Rules for the Preſervation of the 
Books, may Borrow out of it for a limited 
Time, the Book he Wants, if to be found 
therein. 

Nom this is what ought to bs Ac nom- 
ledgd a Debt due to his Memory, as the 
Experience of its Bene fit, gave a Hint in 
forming the Deſien of Parochial and Lend- 
ing Libraries, as well at Home, as for 
other Conſiderations was done for the Ser- 
z ice of the Clergy in the Plantations 
Abroad. And which Deſi gn, God be for 
ever Prais'd, 1s now advanc'd to no in- 
conſiderable Height in both, as will e're 
long appear, if it ſhall be the Divine Plea- 
ſure, to lend me a few Months longer to f- 
nifh my Days, and therewith the Accounts 


thereof which I have in Hand. 
C 2 The 
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The firſt Hint indeed grven of the Ve- 
fulneſs, indeed of the plain Neceſſuty of 
ſuch a Deſign, was upon another Occaſion, 
viz. One being deſired by the Relations 
of a Neighbouring Clerg yman then lately 
Deceas'd, to look over bis Books in Order 
to their Sale, it was ſurprizing to find him 
ſo poorly furniſhed therewith, And being 
quite at a Loſs bow to Account for that 
CharaGter, He had long maintain d for 
Learning and the Repute of an Able Di- 


dine; by ſo poor a Proviſion of Books, as 


he was found po ſſeſt of ( For tho he had 
been a Student of Chriſt s-Church of Ten 


Tears ſlanding, before he left the College, 
het by the few Books found he was poſſeſt 
of, it was thought impoſſible he ſhou'd not 
have Forgot, rather than have Improv'd 
uron the Stock he had acquird in the 
Univerſity) it ſoon Satisfied me, when I 


found, that whilſt Living, be enjoy d the 


Uſe of Two wery Conſiderable Libraries 
in his Pariſh, One that of the late Lord 
Keeper Bridgeman, - in ihe Poſſeſſion of 
his worthy don and Heir, Sir John 

| Bridge- 
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Bridgeman ; the other of Sir Charles Holt, 
his Patron, and Himſelf a Gentleman of 
Diſtinguiſh'd Learning. It was but Natu- 
ral on ſuch Occaſion to Refle&, as on the 
one Hand, on the Impoſſibility of many 
Thouſand Vicars and (urates, their en- 
Joying ſuch an Advantage, having no Li- 
braries to any Purpoſe requiſite for a Cler- 
gyman, in their reſpective Pariſbes, or at 
leaſt in the Foſſeſſion of any ſa ready to 
afford the Uſe of them, as thoſe worthy 
Gentlemen ; So on the other, the utter Im- 
poſſeb:lity they ſhould be able to furniſh 
themſelves therewith, out of the poor Emo- 
lIuments of their reſpeSlive Cures, afford- 
ing ſcarcely the mere Neceſſuties of Life, 
Food and Raiment : Upon this Obſervation 
and Reflection indeed, was form d ſome- 
thing of a Plan of making ſuch Prowiſi- 
on both of Parochial and Lending Libra- 
ries, before I became acquainted with Mr. 
Rawlett's, and the ſamewas Communicated 
to ſuch of our Neighbouring Brethren, as 
were ſenſible of the Value of Books, who ap- 
prov'd the Deſign, and wiſh'd it a good Suc- 


ceſs, 
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ceſs ; but it remain d as a mere Project in 
Speculation only, till ſeveral of the Clergy 
by Experience Taſted of the Benefit of Mr. 
Rawlett's Library, out of which they could 
now aud then Borrow the Pook we wanted 
to peruſe. And indeed it was uſual for ſome 
of us to Ride even Ten Miles to Borrow out 
of it the Book we had Occaſion for. It was 
this Experience which incourag'd, which in- 
wigorated the Publiſhing an Eſſay, Printed 
about Thirty Tears ſince; and which, Bleſ- 
fed be God, has had ſuch Succeſs ; That, to- 
gether with thoſe, the Miſſionary Clergy ir 
our Plantations Abroad have been provided 
with, there are at this Day in all, at leaſt 
Hundred Parochial and Lending Libraries 
Rais'd and Fix'd upon that Plan and 
moreover an Act of Parliament in Eng- 
land, and Acts of Aſſembly in our Plan- 
tations, (which are Equivalent with our 
Acts of Parliament here) for the Preſer- 
vation thereof; Together with good Rules 
to be obſerv'd in their Uſe. 


But 
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But how faſt won d thu good Deſign 
increaſe to the furniſhing-in a ſhort Time 
every Market Town in England (in which 
generally the Endowments are but mean, and 
yet it is more eſpecially requiſite the Clergy 
therein ſhou'd be able Divines) if after 
the Example of the Good, the Pious, the 
Generous Mr, Rawlett, the more Able 
among the Reverend Clergy wou'd upon 


their Demiſe, leave their Books for 4 


Lending Library in the next Marker 
Town, rather than to be Sold after their 
Deceaſe, for little in Compariſon to what 
they Coſt them; And as for Libraries 
purely Parochial in Country Pariſhes, if 
others who can afford it, wou d leave thoſe 
for the Benefit of their Succeſſors, This 
Good Work would advance apace to- 
wards a Perfection. But above all ne- 
thinks, our wealthy Dignitaries and Plu- 
raliſts, who cannot be 1ncumbent wholly 
upon their Cures themſelves, ſhould fur- 
niſb their reſpectide Cures with well cho- 
ſen. Setts of Books , with Books at leaſt 


adequate to the whole Syſtem of Concio- 


natory 
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natory and Catechetical Doctrine. Hereby 
they might have the Satisfaction in their 
own Minds, to have their reſpefive Cu- 
rates give a full Inſtruction to their own 
Flocks committed to the others Charge, in 
all Things Neceſſa ary to be Known, Be- 
lievd and Practis'd, in Order to the Sal- 
dation of thoſe Souls, for which Chriſt 
died; and over which "They are Appoint- 
ed Overſeers, and muſt aſſuredly give 5 
Account one Day of ſuch Instruction; 

as to be able with St. Paul to Call er 
to Record, that they have not ſhunn'd to 
declare unto thein the whole Counſel of 
i God. And indeed, if the more wealthy 
among that Rank wou'd furniſh for the 
Uſe of their Curates, and whoever ſhall 
be their Succeſſors therein, ſuch Libraries, 
it wo d not be long, e re moſt, if not eve- 


ry Pariſh in the Kingdom, both Great and 


—. — — — — —- 
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a Parochial Library: Mou d enjoy I ſay, 
the Acceſſion to its Endowments, of a Pa- 
rochial Library ; For I cannot but look 

upon 


Small with Reſpect to Endowment, won 


- enjoy the Acceſſion to ita Endowments, of 
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upon 4 good Library to be. as much; and a 
Properly an Endowment, in its Hind, as 
an Addition of Glebe: or Tythes ; if it 
were but, as it will be, the ſaving to the 
Incumbent the neceſſary Charge to be laid 
ont in Books And in this. Reſpeci the 
More neceſſary of the Two, to be ſome Way 
or other Provided : Since after an Endow- 
ment of the other Kind, tho it ſhou'd be 
of One Hundred Pounds a Tear added; 
the other Incumbent perhaps deſtitute of 
neceſſary Books, may not lay out even, Five 
Pounils of himſelf, in what is ſo abſolute- 
ly neceſſary to render him ſufficient for the 
Great Charge he is intruSted withal. Aid 
where 4 Pluraliſt or Dignitary cannot be 
Reſident upon his Living, the leaſt, I'll pre- 
ſume to ſay, he can do, in Return for the 
Profits he annually Reaps from it, is ta 
Found therein ſuch a Parochial Libra- 
ry, conſiSting of. the beſt Books to be ap- 
pendant to the (ure, for euer And mores 
over, to be annually adding to it ſo loug. as 
he ſhall enjoy ſuch Living. In ſhort, 4 
Library, whether Lending or Parochial, 
9: D eſpec i- 


4 
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eſpecially conſiſting of well-choſen Books, 


more immediately adapted to all the Parts 
of MiniSterial InviruGion, is the moſt (om- 
pendious Way of doing a Great, Diffuſive, 
and Permanent Good, with a little, and 
that withal io the better Part, the Souls of 
Men, that I know in the World. Hereby 
a Man ſingly, may, to all Intents and Pur- 
poſes, render bimſelf a Preacher of Righ- 
teouſneſs thro the Mouths of many, and 
that too to many Generations. Hereby be 
will beſt conſult that his Good Works 
ſhall follow Him, and when Dead, to be 
yet Speaking. Nay, hereby a Perſon may 
render himſelf a Miſſionary, a Sort of an 
Evangeliſt to the Remoteſt, to the Darkeſt 
Cerners of the Earth, both at Home and 


Abroad, without flirring from his own 


Home. And to ſum up all in a few 
Words, but thoſe moſt weighty, as the A. 
wonchment of the Holy Spirit itſelf. Here- 
by be will beſt intitle himſelf both to the 
CharaGter of one Greatly Wile, and with- 
al, to the higheſt Rewards; being expreſs- 
ly aſſured that, when thoſe who _—_— 
t 
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che Duſt, of the Earth, "ſhall awake, 
ſome to everlaſting Life, and ſome to 
everlaſting Contempt; They that be 
Wiſe, (that is, Teachers, as render'd in 
the Margin) ſball ſhine as the Brightneſs 
of the Firmament : And that turn 
many to Righteouſneſs, as the Star 
ever and ever, Dan. 9. 12. 
This, the Great, the Good Mr. Raw- 
lett (as the Great and Good Mr. Gilpin 
| before him) rightly and throughly under- 
' flood, who not content to lead a Life for 
its Purity, Innocency and Heavenly-Mind- 
edneſs, nearly Angelical, did morever in 
Lowe to the Souls of Men, going about, 
doing Good, by the Preaching of the Go- 
ſpel to the Poor in the moſt Plain and 
Practical Manner, to the Capacities of the 
meaneſt (whereby aud by the Pious and 
his very Practical Pieces diſpers'd far and 
near, he render d himſelf almoſt Evange- 
lical ) Not content, I ſay, thus far to be- 
come a Wiſe Teacher, he did moreover, 
to intitle himſelf to the farther Degrees 
of Glory, ſen Wy ſuch ; Leave be- 
2 


- 


bind 
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hind him, a Library for the Uſe of thoſe 


who ſhall to late Generations come after him. 
T be j ame Gift carrying a flrong Intima- 
tion, in the Manner it is to be ud, to eve- 
ry one who ſhall. ſurvive, that Proportion- 


ably to the lalents, Providence ſhall give 


Him; He ſhall Go, ang Do likewiſe, 
Luke 10. 37. - | 
Aud nom all that remains worth 5 of Re- 


mar, which is come to my Knowledge, is 


what ngturall ariſes from the Con ſidera- 
tion of the Enſuing Conſolatory Letter. 
4s alſo of the other Pieces of which he 
was the Author. And the | 

Firſt Thing I ſoall gather from this 
Tater as worthy of our Conſideration, is, 
what a Degree of ChriStian Perfection this 
Happy Man muſt bade attair'd to, in the 


Prime of his Youth, when moſt 'do 


the Struggles between Fleſh and Spirit to 
be the ſtrongeſt, and the V. iGory mo ft doubt- 


ful. The account which J receiv'd from 
the Place. of his Nativity, taken out of 


the Re gibter, ſays that he was Paplix 45 
March 28. 1642. And if it was in 1665, 


the 
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the Tear of the Great Plague that be wrote 
his (onſolatory Letter, he muſt at that | 
Time not have exceeded Forty Four. Now oy | 
it appears from the Account be gives of | 
himſelf in bis own Letter; I bat at ö 
| 


©. Twelve of Thirteen he had by 'Fits (on- 
Fe avictions upon his Conſtience; That 4 
Tear or Imo after, his Apprehenſions in 
*© Religion were ſomewhat more ripen d, 
gc and. bu Reſolutions for Holineſs con- 
e firm d; and tho then mhen be thought | 
with à ſincere Reſolution to devote him- 
i ſelf to God, with a Deſire to Receive k 
£ more of his Grace for his ConduCt thro' 
& the Ingres and Temptations of Life, he 
ec was ſtill ſjerzed with much Vanity of 
c Mind, and hwved much eſtrang d from 
c God, yet he kept on in a 1 raG of Du- 
© ties; So that we have no Reaſon to ſu- 
ſpeci he fell into any Mortal, Preſumptuons, 
or Wilful Sin of any Kind : And he ſcems 
even then to have Anſwer'd the Characler 
given of one Born of God, that he 
did not commit Sin, that is, any wilful 
Sin, for his Seed remained in Hun, _ 

| E 
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he could not Knowingly commit Sin, be. 
cauſe he was Born of God, 1 Joh. 3. 9. 
But his Cold Fit in Religion was ſoon oder; 

For very ſoon after, He began more Prac- 

** tically to diſcern the Nothingneſs of the 

© World, and withal ſaw there was no 
« Way to true Peace and Seremty of Mind, 
© but by a through ſtrong Reſolution, and 
* firict Watch againſt every Sin, and an 
| < Indifferency of Affection to every Crea- 
[ cc ture, and Regarding them no farther 
| * than as ſubſervient to our Eternal Hap- 
1 © pineſs. Nay, God was pleas'd; be ſays, 
© to Reveal himſelf to Him in a morg 
E plentiful Manner than ever, making 
* Him withal the Happy Inftrument of 
ce awakening others. And thus advan- 
cing from Strength to Strength, from one 
degree of Chriſtian Ferfection to another; 
To what Aſſurance did he Arrive at the 
Period of Time in which he writ his Lei- 


ters? © As to my own Particular, ſays he, 
e it is my great and confidem Hope thro? 
de the Infinite Mercies of my God in Chriſt, 
& that I ſhall by Death be Tranſlated in- 

* to 
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© tg Eternal Life. Oh! what doth my 
&© Soul bope to feel by that Time that theſe 
c T ines are got into your Hands ? What 
© Words ſpall I bear, what Sighs ſpall ! 
* ſee ? What raviſhing Wonders of Love 
«© ſhall | feel? | 
Secondly, If in this Bleſſed Temper 
and Frame of Mind it was that be ſoon 
after Enter d into Holy Orders, as it is | 
bighly probable be did, with what Great 
Sincerity of Heart could he Anſwer the 
Queſtion put to Him by the Biſhop at the 
Hily Altar; and upon the Sacrament, and | 
in the Sight of God, Angels, and Men! 
Ob, Awful Solemmity ! [ 
The Queſtion put by the Right Reve. 1 
rend the Biſhop to every one of them 
that are to be Order d, and in the Pre- 
ſence of the People, is to be after this | 
Manner following; | 
Do you Truſt that you are Inwardly | 
Moved by the Holy Ghoſt to take upon | 
you this Office and Miniſtration, to ſerve | 
God for the 'romoring of his Glory, and 
; 


the Edify ing of his People ? To which 
the f 
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the Anſwer made in the fo ame AY ence 7s, 
. * I am. 


No doubt the Church intended by that 
awful NQueſtion to the Candidate for the 
Mini$try, to provide as far as poſſible could 
be done by Men, that the Church ſhould be 
ſerꝰ d by none, who undertake it, upon In- 
direct, or mere Secular Views, to live on 
it Patrimony Having it little, too too lit- 
tle in their T houphts to devote themſelves 
to that Bleſſed Work of the Miniſtry, the 
Saving of Souls ! No doubt, more ef, pecially 
it propos d to itſelf thereby, as to ſhut out 
thoſe from preſuming to come within the 
Rails of the Altar, as the Romiſh Prieſts do, 
to Monopolize one alf of the Sacred of: 
ferings; So not to accumulate to themſelves 
Triplicities, Quadruplicities, nay, Quintu- 
plicities, of Church Preferments, to the un- 
avoidable Excluſion, if not ſtarving of ma- 
ny others, often much more deſerving than 
themſeves ! A wicked Avarice, like that 
of thoſe, who lay Houſe to Houſe, and 
Field to Field, till there 1s no Room lefc! 
And 
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And laſtly, no doubt, ſuch an open Profeſſion 
and Declaration requir'd therein of their 
being Mov'd by the Holy Ghoſt to come 
into the Service of God's Church, was, not 
only thereby to oblige them to turn the bent 
f their Studies that Way ; and that in Or- 
der to lay up a Fund of Sacred and Scriptural 
Knowledge, ſufficient to enable them to be 
Teachers of others, the leaſt that the Queſti- 
on is ſuppos'd to import; but moreover that 
they might be Moved to apply themſelves in 
their Ministry to ſave Souls. And with 
this View, with this eager Deſire moſt cer- 
rainly it was, that Mr. Rawlett was Mo- 


ved from the very Beginning (I might al- 


moſt ſay from his wery Infancy) to take 
upon Him the Sacred Function. Hence we 


find bim expreſſing his Thanks to hi good 


Mother for giving him an Education, fit- 


ting him for the ſalne in thoſe very Ke- 
markable Words, © I account myſelf 
* bound to Acknowledge the Goodneſs of 
* God, and your Care and Kindneſs in 
doing your utmoſt to give me an In- 
* genus Education in Knowledge and 


E ** Learn- 


| 
| 
| 
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15 Learning, that ſo I might be better fit- 
© ted to ſerve my God in ſome 8 
* Employment ; and to the Mini try 
as You deen d me, which bad i 
*© pleas d God to have "accompl; ſh'd me 
© for, and then Employd me therein, I 
o _ Lo nothing next to his Love in Chriſt 
© to my Soul, that would have more Re- 

e joycd my Heart. Which Words, as they 
ſhew he was not then Enter'd into * 
when he wrote this Conſolatory Letter, ſo 
they prove beyond all doubt, that when af- 
terwards he did, it was with the utmoſt Sin- 
cerity and Purity of Intention to Labour in 
the Work of the Miniſtry. And if ſuch 
a Sincerity and Purity of Intention, all who 
ſhall hereafter come into the ſame, would 
bring along with them to the Biſhop, when 
they preſent themſelves to Receive the Im- 
poſition of Hands, td the Augmenting and 
Sealing upou their Souls thoſe yapionara, 
thoſe Divine Graces; How Happy would 
it be to Thouſands more perhaps, of our 
future Clergy, to Millions likewiſe of the 
Laity! Since one that ſpeaks from the 
Bottom 
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Bottom of his Heart the Divine Truths 
he delivers to them, Speaks as one having 
Authority, and his Words will penetrate 
the moſt Inward Receſſes; whilſt the moſt 
ſtudied Periods and "Theatrical Elocution 
of the other being eaſily perceiv'd to pro- 
ceed from Vanity, will ſcarce ever enter 
deep : - will neither awaken the Conſci cience, 
nor deter the Sinner. Si flere vis alios 
flendum eſt tibi. 
_ Laſtly, I hall ſum up my Remarks 
upon the whole Letter, with thi Obſerva- 
tion, that tho' written upon a particular 
Occa 'ſ ion, and reſpecting one Kind of H 
2 the unexpected Death of the near- 
Friend, or Relation ; yet it is equally 
Medicinal to the Aﬀſwaging of Grief and 
Pain under any Affliction whatſoever ; And 
Man being Born to Trouble as the Sparks 
fly upwards, there is no Perſon, and in 


no Station of Life to whom it may not be 


ſometime or other uſeful. But to the Clergy's 
peruſal T would more eſpecially Recommend 
it, not only as furniſhing them with Senti- 


ments of ſingular Uſe in Viſi ting the Sick, 
or 
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or thoſe who are any Ways Afiitted in Body cr 
Mind; but as having in it an uncommon Unction, 
and alſimilating Quality, ſo as to render it apt 10 
create and nouriſh a Contempt of the World, and 
an Heavenly Mindedneſs, equal with what we ſhall 
find in the ſo mach Celebrated Thomas a Kem- 
pis, or an) other the beſt Aſceticks. And for 
this Reaſon I place it in that Claſs of Books I 


propoſe for Parochial Libraries; Aſceticks be 


ing 4 Sort of Writings; which if Judiciouſſy 
is. cannot be too much the Vade Fran. 
of a Paſtor of Souls, being proper to be taken 


with him to be Read by him, as well when libè 


Iſaac, he ſhall go out to Meditate in the 
Field at Eventide, Gen. 24. 63. as when for 
that and his other Devations he retires into his 
Cloſet. It is readily ownd that there is no where 
zo be found a ſtronger Reaſoning than in moſt of 
our Modern Sermons as deliver'd both from Preſs 
and Pulpit ; But there are ſome who wiſh there 
was more of the Pathos even in ſome of the beſt 
among them. And it is conceiv'd an intimate Con- 


werſe with thoſe Spiritual Writers, ſuch as the 


many Pieces of the moſt Judicious Eraſmus, Arn- 
dius, and others (which in their proper Place 
may be Naw'd) it would very much tend to im reg- 
nate our own Minds with noble Sentiments of De- 
votion; and that it would derive a becoming Heat 
and Warmth into our Pulpit Diſcourſes, and other 
Practical Compoſares to be much more Converſant 
in thoſe Writers, 
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 CONSOLATORY 


LETTER 


Reverend and Pious Man „ Mr. Ro- 
LETT, the Author of the CHRISTIAN 
MoniToR, to his Mother, upon his 
Apprehenſion of Dying by the Plague. 


Dear Mother, 


ONSIDERING the Mortality that 

is now Abroad, which Calls upon us to 
expect and prepare for Death, with more than 
ordinary Seriouſneſs and Care to get every 
| 3 Thing 


2) 
Thing done that we would have finiſh'd be- 
fore our dying Hour, which may ſuddenly 
ſurprize us; I was therefore willing to have 
this Letter by me, that if it ſhould pleaſe 
God to remove me hence before I have lea- 
ſure to give you Notice of my Sickneſs, I 
might do ſomething towards the abating of 
your Sorrow by this farewel Letter. Proba- 
bly it may but aggravate your Grief to ſtand 
much in the Acknowledgment of all that ten- 
der Love, which I have received from you 


ever ſince you broughr me into the World: 
And tho? this be the Effect of Nature, yet 


doth is Call for our owning and thathfulgeſs. 


I deſire in the firſt Place to bleſs God for you, 
and then to return you my humbleſt Thanks 
for all the Love you have manifeſted both to 
my Soul and Body. I bleſs and praiſe my God, 
who ſo graciouſly conſulted my Happineſs that 
I ſhould be Born of a Chriſtian Parent,of a true. 
Believer, and that he made me a New Mem- 
ber, not only of the Viſible Church, hut of the 
Myſtical Body of Chriſt. This I really take for 
a greater Happineſs than to have been Born of 
the molt Honourable Lady, Queen, or Em- 
preſs in the World; and from my Heart I 
truſt, I have often returned Thanks to God, 
that He fo diſpoſed of my Birth, that I was 
not Heir to Honour or Riches, the uſual 
Snares of Souls, but that 1 had the happy 
Advantage of a Pious Education. And as 
for that Means, I deſire to be ſincerely thank- 


ful 
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ful to you, who under God have been the 


chief Inſtrument of bringing me not only in- 


to the World of Nature, but of Grace. To 
your Prayers, your Inſtructions, your Exam- 
ple, as the Means appointed and bleſt by 
God, I chiefly owe it that ever I had any 
Senſe of the Concernments of my Immortal 
Soul. You 8 for me when I was yet 
in the Womb, and ever after followed me 
with Precepts, and God with Petitions, even 
Travailing again in Birth of me, till Jeſus 
Chriſt ſhould be form'd in my Heart ; 'or ne- 
ver cealing till you had ſome Hopes, your De- 
ſires were accompliſh'd. And J account my- 
ſelf moreover bound to acknowledge the Good- 
neſs of God, and your Care and Kindneſs in 
doing your utmolt to give me an Ingenuous 
Education in Knowledge and Learning, that 
ſo I might be better fitted to ſerve my God 
in ſome publick Employment; and to the 
Miniſtry it was you deſigned me, which, had 
it pleaſed my God to have accompliſhed me 
for, and then employed me therein, I know 
nothing next to his Love in Chriſt to my 
Soul, that would have more rejoyced my 
Heart ; But theſe Things now I cannot ſtand 
on. I know you have long ſince forgiven any 
Stubbornneſs or Undutifulneſs which ever I 
have been guilty of, for which I earneſtly beg 
Pardon both of God and you, and that I have 
done no more in a Way of Duty and Grati- 
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41 
tude for all that dear and conſtant Love which 
you have followed me with. 


But that which is the chief Deſign of this 
Writing is, to beſeech you with all Earneſt- 
neſs not to be immoderately Afflicted with 
the Providence of our Heavenly Father in 
my Removal out of this World. And here I 
will for clearneſs ſake, reduce the Reaſons I 
ſhall give in for your Moderation and Com- 
fort, to ſome Heads which I ſhall briefly hint 
to your Thoughts, and deſire you to enlarge 
upon them, and deliberately to ponder and 


digeſt them. And conſider, 


Frſt, The Author of this Diſpenſation, the 
Wiſe, the Gracious God; And is not here 
enough to calm and quiet your Spirit ? Na- 
ture no doubt will have its Work, but by that 
time the firſt Tranſports of Grief are over, and 
you ſhall have requced yourſelf, but to the ſeri- 
ous Conſideration of This, that it is God who 
hath thus ordered Things, ſurely This cannot 
bur mightily prevajl with you to ſubmit with 
a great deal of Patience to his Will. Oh! how 
many Sheets of Paper might I ſpend in en- 
larging upon this, but becauſe I ſhall have 
but one to confine my Letter to, I ſhall only 
touch upon Things curſorily. Conſider, did 
not this Providence as dark and fad as it 
ſeems, proceed from infinite Wiſdom an 
Poodnels, and can you then Quarrel within! 
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Could you have ordered Things better ? You 
will not ſay ſo, Let not your diſcontent prag- 
tically ſpeak as much. And hath not that 
God who hath thus diſpoſed of me, Power 
to do with us what he will? Can his Crea- 
ture Limit his Will or Authority? Muſt we 
give him Laws, or ſet him Bounds, and arg 
we not altogether his own ? Can he poſſibly 
wrong us by any of his Dealings? And ſurg- 
ly none ſhould ever Complain, but thoſe who 
are wronged, who gave us our Breath, who 

ath continued it us hitherto? May not 
ie who hath done ſo, withdraw it when he 
pleaſeth ? Are not all Creatures in the World 
ſubject to his Power? And would we be from 
under his Government ? 


Secondly, Remember tis this God from whom 
ou have Received all that Mercy which you 
aye had fo full and frequent Experience of 
all your Days, and can you think hardly of 
any of the Providences of that God who hath 
ever manifeſted himſelf ſo good to you ? Shall 
one Laſh make you forget all his Love? This 
would be very diſingenuous. Oh! ſhew yourſelf 
even now more thankful for former Mercies 
than diſquieted with the preſeat Affliction. Is 
it not for this that God hath try'd you himſelf, 
and is not this enough for your Support ? Be- 
think yourſelf ſolemaly that even whilſt you are 
Reading theſe Lines, the Great Majeſty of Hea- 
yen and Earth ſtands over you; knows wich 
What 


[6] 


what a Frame of Heart you are poſſeſt, and 
how you demean yourſelf under his Hand, and 
how you Entertain theſe Directions, and may 
argue you of Undutifulneſs or Impatience, 
And think well within yourſelf how the ever 
Bleſſed God can take it from you, that you 
cannot ſee enough in him to ſatisfy you, and 
to make up the Loſs of a Relation? When he 
is yet {till willing to be your God and Porti- 
on! Oh! get but more Practically and Ex- 
perimentally acquainted with God, and you 
will find his Love is an All- ſufficient Trea- 
ſure. In Him is all we want or are depriv- 
ed of. In Him are Riches, Honours, Health, 
Children, Friends, and every Thing that is 
good. Our ſtrangeneſs to Him makes us fo 
fond of other Things. For theſe being near 
us and ſo Suired to our Natures, as we con- 
ſiſt of Fleſh, as well as Spirit, our Converſe 
with them is ſenſible and delightful, and 
we know not well how to get that Practical 
Knowledge of God, and clear Communion 
with him that may ſupply the want of Crea- 
tures. But would we earneſtly preſs aſter it, 
we ſhould really find that whatever made our 
Friends dear to us, is to be met with in God 
with infinite Advantage; He is nearly re- 
lated to us, He Loves us better, He can do 
us more good, He is always with us, and will 
never leave us. Make not this then any 
Ground for your Complaints, that in my Re- 
moval you have loſt any Help, and Advan- 
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tage to your Soul, for ſtill you have God to 
direct, quicken, and Comfort you; and God 
hath his Choice of Means whereby to conve 

theſe Benefits to you; ſo that in this Regard, 
at the moſt there is but a Bucket broke, but 
{till you have the Fountain. F 


Thirdly, Conſider it is but Death that hath 
befallen me, which ſince the Fall is appoint- 
ed for all Men: And as for the Kind of 
Death, T hope you will not lay. it more to 
Heart, ſuppoſing I do dye by the Plague, 
which is now. ſoread Abroad. I muſt con- 
feſs, I cannot as to the particular Perſons that 
it ſeizeth, look upon it more a Judgment than 
any other Diſeaſe, ſuppoſing we are prepared 
to dye. This was the Sickneſs good Hezekiah 
was ſeized withal, as is commonly thought; 
and of this dyed the precious Servant of Chriſt 
Mr. B——hs, beſides Thouſands of others, 
God's deareſt Children no doubt. I know the 
dreadfulneſs of it is, that our Friends run away 
from us, and dare not come to us; but yet one 
Comfort is that we are quickly paſt needing 
them, or their Help. Wherefore do not diſquiet 
yourſelf needleſly with fearing that I had not 
what was good for me, nor becauſe you was 
not with me, either to have looked to me, or 
to have taken your laſt Farewel of me. Alaſs, 
that is but a meer Formality, for you could 
neither have done me, or yourſelf any good 
thereby. Yet I have oft knowa Perſons Tor- 


ture 
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ture themſelves with ſuch vain Imaginations, 
wherefore I caution you againſt them. And 
withal remember never any of God's Servants 
got to Heaven any other Way then by Death, 
except Enoch and Elias, and they no doubt 
had ſomething Equivalent to Death paſt upon 
them. You would not ſure have me Exemp- 
ted from the Lot of all, and of God's own. 
Children. Yea, did not our Lord himſelf for © 
our Sakes tread this Way before us? And that 
not only to make Satisfaction for us, but to 
Perfume the Grave, and by his Example to 
render Death leſs terrible? And ſhall we 
grudge that ourſelves or Friends BO any Way 
which Chriſt hath gone before us? 

Fourthly, I ſhall ſpeak ſomething relat- 
ing to ourſelves, that may tend to your 
Good I ſuppoſe. I know you will be apt 
to ſay, that had you but dyed firſt, the part- 
ing with me would not have been griev- 
ous to you, which I believe indeed; and no 

Reaſon that it ſhould, for when you was to 
go to God and Chriſt, tis not imaginable you 
ſhould be loath to leave the deareſt of your 
mortal ſinful frail Relations. But conſider 
what I hinted before, who muſt have the 
Diſpoſal of us, but our Creator who is our 
Owner and Ruler? Do you think it was for 
want of Wiſdom to know which was beſt, or 
for want of Love and Pity to you that God 
hath thus done ? You have no Reaſon to-think 

either 
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either one or the other. If you ſay you uſed 
to pleaſe yourſelf with Hopes that I ſhould 
ſurvive you, give me leave to tell you it was 
not prudently done. For what Promiſe had 
you to fix thoſe Hopes upon? And you can- 
not think ſuch ung u,] Hopes ſhould lay 
any Engagement upJu God to fatisty. them; 
and I do not think, chat when at firſt you 
prepared for a Child, you deſired one upon 
Condition, that God would let him outlive 
you. But then further Conſider, hath nor 
God been wonder fully gracious to you in pre- 
ſerviag me alive with you thus long? And in 
giving us ſo much Comfort from each other ? 
All which we owe to his mere Mercy and 
undeſerved Goodneſs. - And to {tir you up to 
more thankfulneſs to God, and Submiſſion to 
his Will, I may add, I hope without Vanity, 
that my Lite hath been ſo much your Joy, that 
it is not fit my Death ſhould be much your 
Sorrow ; and if you think this may be an 
Aggravation of your Grief, I am ſure it Calls 
upon you more to bleſs God for former Mer- 
cies, and to acquieſce in his preſent Pleaſure. 
Moreover thro” the Bleſſing of God, I hope, 
this Providence may be very much to your 
Advantage. Hereby you will have more 
Opportunity and Help to Diſcover your own 
Heart, how great your Love was to any 
Creature, how much of. your Comfort came 
purely from God, and what Miſtakes of Car- 
nality there were in it, and what Strength 

your 
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r Faith is of now it comes to the Tryal. 1 
a ve oft thought it was worth parting with eve- 
ry Creature and the comfort thereof, to know 
clearly the State of our own Souls, and to ſee 
what God alone, and the Hopes of Glory aloae 
could do with us; whether this would bear 
us up when every Thing elſe failed. Certain- 
ly this is very Profitable for us, for the Time 
is coming, when we ſhall have none of theſe 
Bladders to Swim upon; and we had better 
they went from under us in the ſhallow Wa- 
ter, where the Loſs of them will not. do us 
much hurt, then ia the deep Ocean where 
we can get no Help, but muſt Drown. It 
God alone be not enough for us, what ſhall 
we do at Death, and in the other World? 
And then this may have an happy Influence 
upon you, to draw your Heart nearer to God. 
Oh! how well will it be for you, when all 
the Love that I had is placed upon Him that 
deſerves a Thouſand Times more than all, and 
who alone ſhould be loved in all, ſince all 
their Goodneſs and Lovelineſs is derived from 
Him. And as God's Eſſential Goodneſs is not leſs 
when any Conduct. pipes are cut off, by which 
it was conveyed, no more than the Light of 
the Sun is diminiſhed, when our Chamber- 
windows are ſhut up: So no more ſhould our 
| Love be leſſened to Him when any of the 
Comforts he lent us are withdrawa. 


Nor 
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Nor need our ſoy be diminiſhed any more 
than our Love, ſince ſtill we may fee That in 
himſelf which he lent to any Creature for 
Uſe. And by your loving God more, and de- 
pending on Him, more immediately for your 
Comfort, you ſhal} enjoy much more of Him, 
and feel more the Plenty of the Communica- 
tions of his Goodneſs to your Soul. And was 
there ever a true Believer in the World who 
had taſted the Sweets of God's ſpecial Love, 
that would not heartily Cry out, Lord ſtrip me 
of Food, Raiment, Health, Liberty, Friends, 
Life, every Thing, fo I may bur enjoy more 
of thy ſelf. Is he a Chriſtian who would not 
Part with all cheſe for the full Enjoyment of 
God in Heaven? And is there not the ſame 
Reaſon we ſhould Part with any of them for 
more of God upon Earth? And then this 
Providence may more effectually looſen your 
Heart from every other Comfort under the 
Sun, and make you more willing and defir- 
ous to leave chis ſinful miſerable World: I 
mean not that you ſhould in Jonas Per for 
the withering of a Gourd, be angry and dif. 
contented even to the Death, deſiring to leave 
the World, only becauſe there's trouble in it, 
but from Experience of the Vanity and Frail- 
ty of all Things here below, you may be 
Profitably Taught to moderate your Loye to, 
and Delight in them, and retire your Soul to 
God, — long to be at your Reſt, filled with 
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thoſe Joys which leave no Emptineſs, nor Vex- 
ation, nor Thirſt in the Soul; which Joys God 
derives from himſelf into the Spirit of Juſt 
Men, made perfect, and fitted for the receiy- 
ing of the ſame. 


Tis not well that our enjoy ing of the Gifts 
of God, ſhould at all Eſtrange our Hearts 
from Him: Nay, 'tis very fad and Diſinge- 
nuous, but alaſs how Common! But yet it 1s 
well if the Removal of them draw us nearer 
to Him, and make us more deſirous after 
Him ? Oh! the Gracious Nature of the ever 
bleſſed God, that will accept of our Love af- 
ter we have been laviſhing it upon Vanity, 
and will give us Reſt with himſelf after we 
have been wearied in our Wanderings from 
Him. And then confider what a little while 
it is before all this will be forgotten and over, 
and as to any Trouble, as if it had never been. 
This Conſideration hath many a Time kept 
me from being much affected with any of the 
ſaddeſt and moſt dreadiul Occurrences that 
ever amaze the World, fo that I have feared 
ſometimes I was gone into the other Extream 
of Inſenſibility. We ought I know to be 
very ſenſible of the Hand of God in all his 
Dealings with us, ſo far as we can make any 
Advantage of his Providences, and fo far as 
our Griet may be to any good Purpole ; But 
ſurely no farther; For why ſhould we Tor- 
ment ourſelves with what we cannot Help, and 

when 
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when our Vexing will do no Good? And J 
know not of any more effectual Remedy for 
the allaying of all immoderate Pa ſſions upon 
any Account whatſoever, than a due Regard 
of Things with their Reterence to Eternity. 
And then alaſs, what are Wars, and Plagaes, 
and Famines, they do but Kill a many at once, 
who would at Length all have dyed. 


And in a very little Time where are the 
Tokens and Remembrance ot them? I con- 
ſeſs, I know nothing worth a ſad or ſerious 
Thought, but the Matters of Saiwarzros and 
Damnation. "Theſe are over-whelming, aſto— 
niſhing Things! What will it be to you with- 
in theſe very few Years, it may be a very 
tew Days, that I was thus taken away, or 
what Difference will there be then, whether 
you or I dyed Firſt? *T'is now nothing to Ja- 
cob that his J-jeph and Benjamin were Once in 
ſuch Danger of being both Loſt, which then 
did fo ſadly affect Him. The poor Shunamie 
that was in ſuch a ſad taking for the Death 
of her only Son, and ran with fo much Ea- 
gerneſs to the Prophet, hath loſt thoſe Affecti- 
ons and Cares long ago. Tis a long Time 
ſince David ceaſed his bitter Out- cryes, Oh! 
Abſalom my Son, my Son. And cvery Day 
there are Multitudes upon the Stage of the 
World, ſome acting a merry, others a fad 
Part; But by the Time they have taken a 
few Turns, off they go, and itil] more ſucceed 

them, 
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them, who tho? they thought they ſeem all as 
ſerious as may be while their Part is Acting, 
preſently it appears that all was but a Shew ; 
And ſuch are all the Things of Life fave, as 
they refer to Eternity. Where are all the aking 
Hearts and weeping Eyes, to go no farther, 
that our late Civil Wars made? Where are 
now all thoſe Complaints which were poured 
out, ſome for a Husband, ſome for a Child, 
or Brother, ar Friend? Are not your Days of 
Mouraing for my Father long finceended, and 
yer once, how hearty was your Grief? Now 
ter the Conlideration of what 1n a little Time, 
Death has upon all, have ſpeedily the ſame Et- 
rect upon you. And was not your Mourning or 
Sighs as the Wind, or ſpilt not you your Tears 
on the Ground? For the Wind will carry away 
choſe, and the Duſt will mingle with theſe, 
and all will preſently Vaniſh and be forgor, 
when as you might ſo husband your Sorrow 
as it may redound to your infinite Advantage. 
But however, I mult acknowledge the Ap. 
prehenfions of this makes me at preſent to be 
leſs moved with Pity for you, becauſe I know 
your Eyes will ſoon be dryed, and tho? you 
go Mourning to the Grave, yet then you will 
ceaſe: and when you are in Glory, Iam ſure 
you will have ſomething elſe to do than Com- 
plain, that I was taken out of the World fo 
young. and before you. Remember the Ex- 
preſſion of my Dear, tho? unknown Father, 
with whom I hope ſhortly to meet in Heaven, 


in 
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in his laſt Letter you ever received from Him, 
that he was gone but a little before, and 
ſhortly you will follow after. What a little 
while will it be before we whoſe Ways may 
now Part, ſhall all meet at our Journeys End, 
ever in the Preſence of the great Jehovah, the 
Boſom of our Dear Lord Jefus ? Methinks 
you ſhould be as well Content that I was ia 
another World, as an Hundred Miles from 
you, as I have for ſome while been; You can» 
not hear from me, it is true, but you will 
quickly fee me, and is not that better ? Had 
not you rather be without a Letter for an 
Year, and have my Company Ten or Twen- 
ty Years, if we might live fo long together, 
than all that while only to hear from me ? 
Why, this is the Cafe ; could not you be Con- 
tent that I ſhould go to Poſſeſs the Crown of 
France, ſuppoſing Crowns and Kingdoms, and 
ſuch like very Trifles were as fine Things in 
your Eyes, as in their blind Admirers, tho 
you were left behind and ſhould never hear 
of me more; But eſpecially if I would ſhort- 
ly fend for you over there to ſpend all your 
Days, and do you nor really prize Heaven at 
a higher Rate than any low Spirited wretch 
doth a Kingdom? And do you not (ſtrongly 
hope that we ſhall meet in Glory ? 


As 
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As for yourſelf, T believe you have comfort- 
able Evidences for Heaven, and if there were 
any Darkneſs therein, this is a Matter more 
deſerves your Thoughts than the Loſs of me? 
Who would ſtand troubling himſelf for the 
Loſs of Sixpence, that believers, without pre- 
ſeat Care and Diligence, he {hall loſe his 
whole Eſtate? And when to your own Senſe 
your Title ro Happineſs is cleared up, ſurely 
the Joy that ariſeth from ſuch Hopes, may 
well {wallow up all other Sorrow. And as 
for my own Particular, it is my great and 
confident Hope, thro? the infinite Mercies of 
my God in Chriſt, that I ſhall by Death be 
Tranſlated to everlaſting Life. Oh! what 
doth my Soal hope to feel by that Time that 
thele Lines are got into your Hand ? What 
Words ſhall I hear, what Sights ſhall I fee, 
what raviſhing Wonders of Love {hall I feel? 
And could you be fo uncharitable as to wiſh 
me thence? Have you any Thing greater to 
Deſire tor me than his Glory? And can you 
be grieved that ar Length your Prayers and 
Hopes are all fully accompliſh'd for me? Say 
not you would have had me ſtayed to have 
done God good Service here on Earth, for ſure- 
ly he knows beit wha: to do, and how to dif. 
poſe of his Servant? I wonder not much in- 
deed, that yourſelf did long to be firſt Par- 
taker of This; but yer I tay, ſince God hath 
other wiſe ordered it, envy me not, much lets 
grieve for me. 

There 
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There is no need I ſhould now ſtand to 
give you any large Account of my Lite, 
or the Reaſon of my Hope, I have been 


always well known to you. A vile wretch, 


I acknowledpe I have been! And have walk- 
ed very unſuitably to that Love with which 
the Lord hath followed me all my Days! And 
ood Reaſon I have to be aſhamed, and con- 
tounded and bluſh in my Appearance before 
the moit Holy God, but into the Hands of the 
great Reconciler I commend myſelf and all 
my Affairs, thro” whom I hope to be preſent- 
ed into the Father's Preſence without ſpot or 
wrinkle, or any ſuch Thing. I bleſs God, I 
fear not Death ſo far as I can Judge of my- 
ſelf at the Diſtance, I yet ſtand from it; Nay, 
with a ſubmiſſion to his Will I earneſtly de- 
Gre it, for I am exccedingly afraid of Decay- 
ing and Declining in my Love to God, and 
Longing after Him, and I am even tired out 
with a baſe carnal Treacherous unconſtant 
Heart. I am weary of my Ignorance, eſpe- 
cially of my ſtrange unſuitable Conceptions 
of God, Chriſt and Heaven. i Groan under 
theſe Remnants of Sin that even weigh me 
down. And Gn you chooſe but Rejoyce that 
I am delivered from ſuch a Load? Surely, 
Dear Mother, you Loved me fo well, that 
you cannot but prefer my Gain betore your 
own Loſs, and Joy more that L am with God 
D and 
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and my Dear Saviour, than mourn that I am 
not with you and the reſt of my Friends here 
on Earth. The Time was that I felr a loath- 
neſs to dye out of a Deſire to prevent that 
Sorrow, which would thereby be occaſioned 
to you. But now I cannot be moved by 
this Conſideration, which is not of lefs Love 
to you, but I hope out of more to God. I 
was thinking to tell you ſomething of God's 
Way in working upon my Soul, which it 
may be, I never fully manifeſted to you. In 
Brief then, from about Twelve or Thirteen 
Years as | remember, I had by Fits, Convicti- 
ons upon my Conſcience, but they made no 
very deep Impreſſion. About an Year or 
Two after when I was at Moſeley, T thought 
my Apprehenſions in Religion were ſomewhat 
more repined, and my Re ſolutions for Hohi- 
nels contirmed, and I thought I reccived much 
Light from Mr. Shaw's Sermon, concerning 
the Covenants, which he Preach'd in order to 
the Sacrament, and which I then began co 
underitand the Nature of, and did then firſt 
celebrate the fame. I thought with a ſincere 
Reſolution to devote myſelt to. God, with a 
delire to receive more of his Grace for my 
Conduct thro' the many Snares and Tempta- 
tions of Lite; But alaſs, I was ſtill ferzed 
with much Vanity of Mind, and lived much 
_ eſtranged from God, tho' I kept on a Tract 
of Duties. After my return from Cambridge, 
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being left at my Cozen Woods alone, having 
then more Opportunity for private Thoughts, 
I began more Practically to diſcern the no- 
thingneſs of the World, and withal faw that 
there was no Way for true Peace and Serenity 
of Mind, but by a thorow ftrong Reſolution 
and ſtrict watch againſt every Sin, and an 
indifferency of Affection to every Creature, 
and regarding them no farther than as fub- 
ſervient to our eternal Intereſt. Being called 
out of this pleaſant Solitarineſs to London, I 
was very fearful of the Prejudice J might 
ſuſtaia thro? the greater Temptations of that 
Place, but here God was plealed to reveal 
himſelf to me in a more Powerful affe ing 
Manner than ever; and making me almoſt 
without my Deſign, the happy Inſtrument, 1 
truſt of awakening ſome in our Family to an 
Apprehenſion of their eternal Concernments, 
by this Means did bring them cloſer to my 
own Soul, and they made upon my Thoughts 
deeper Impreſſions than ever. Oh bleſſed ! 
and for ever praiſed be intinite and Almigh- 
ty Love which thus followed a poor Creature 
with ſuch gracious Deſign for, and Importu- 
nate tenders of an everlaſting Happineſs ! Vile 
wretch that I ſhould once withſtand this 
Motion ! Good God, that would ever tender 
it a Second, yea, innumerable Times! You 
may find amongſt my Papers if they come 


fake to your Hands, ſome Meditations upon 
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Heb. 11. 27.'and alſo upon the 13th Verſe of 
that Chapter, both of which I chiefly de- 
ſigned for you. If either of them be finiſh'd 
when you find them (as yet they are not) 
Communicate them to Mr. Shaw or Mr. Lang- 
ley, and if they think fit, let either of them 
be put to the Preſs. I hope this Motion pro- 
ceeds not from a vain Ambition of what J 
ſhall not live to enjoy, but I know I have 
many Friends whole Love to me may make 
ſomething of mine acceptable, eſpecially when 
I am taken from them; and methinks it 
would much pleaſe me 1f 1 might after my 
Departure be in any Capacity of doing the 
leaſt Good. Let me I beſeech you be commend- 
ed with all Heartineſs to every one to whom 
T itand engaged tor their Love to me, and for 
their Remembrance of me, whether my Rela- 
tions or Chriſtian Acquaintance; but ſhould 
I go to Particularize them, I ſhould ſtraiten 
my ſelf of what J have more to ſay, and ſcarce 
keep within the Bounds I contine my Let- 
ter to. Preſent my Duty to my Father, with 
many Thanks for his Kindneſs ro me. My 
humble and earneſt Requeit to Him is, that 
he would beware of thoſe many Temptations 
anc} Snares his Employments and Converſe in 
the World expoſe Him to, and to give all dili- 
gent heed to Adora the Goſpel by his Con- 
. veri-tion, as remembring the World he is 
haſting to. My Counſel in general to all my 

Friends 
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Briends is, in the Words of the Apoſtle, 
x Cor. 15. the laſt Ver. and of x Pet. 1. 31. 


Now once again, ler me renew to you my 
firſt great Requeſt, that you let not your Grief 
exceed the Bounds of a Chriſtian Mourning, 
for the Departure of a Relation from a trou- 
bleſome ſinful World to the Land of Holineſs, 
Peace and Bliſs, whither you expect ſhortly 
to follow. Where would you have me, but 
where you ſhall ever be in Company with 
me? Is it ſo great a Matter whether our 
whole Way lycs together, ſo long as we ſhall 
meet ſo ſoon, and be ſo long &cr we Part? 
Say not you fear you ſhall not particularly 
know, and therefore not Rejoyce in me in 
the next World; for be certain, ſuch a parti- 
cular Knowledge as may conduce any Thing 
to our Joy we {hall then have, and none ſhall 
there complain that they know not how to 
find out and renew their Acquaintance with 
their former Friends. What the Converſe of 
thoſe bleſſed Spirits is, 1 am yet utterly to 
ſeek, but thro? the infinitely tree Grace of 
God in Chriſt, I hope Experimentally to know 
by that Time theſe have wrought your Hands; 
And whilſt you are bedewing theſe Lines with 
your Tears (which I wiſh may proceed from 
as great a mixture of Joy as Sorrow) 1 hope 
to be received into that Place of Joy and Tri- 
umph, where all Tears ſhall be wiped away 

from 
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from our Eyes. Alaſs, what will i be then 
to me, what any of the poor World I leave 
behind me are doing, whether they Cry or 
Laugh in thoſe Dreams out of which they'll 
ſoon be awaked, and the Memory of them 
preſently Vaniſh'd ? O then ſhall all the buſy 
anxious Doubtings and Conjectures of my 
Soul be reſolved; then ſhall all my Fears and 
Jealouſtes be Baniſh'd ; then {hall the Deſires 
and Longings of my Soul be fully ſatisfied. 
1 can now find my Heart but little warmed 
or raiſed by the moſt ſerious Forethoughts of 
this blefſed State; and that even makes me 
more carneſtly breath after it, ſince I here 
can attain to ſo very little Foretaſtes, and 
can meet with nothing elſe that will afford 
me any Thing like Contentment. Oh! who 
that is perſwaded that his Happinets conſiſts 
in his nearneſs to God, can ever be much ſa— 
tisfied at ſuch a Diltance from Him. Now 
J hope he will take Pity on my poor bewil. 
dred deſolate Soul, and put an End to all her 
Wandrings, and finiſh her Labours, receiv- 
ing her to that everlaſting Reit which re- 
mains for his People. In the mid{t of all 
the preſent deadneſs, darkneſs and diſtem- 
peredneſs of my Soul, this is my great Com. 
jort that I {hall leave all theſe with my Body 
behind me. They ſhall no longer haunt and 
rorment me in my Attendance upon God, 
but with the greateſt Freedom, Chearfulaeſs, 
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Raiſedneſs and Vigour of Mind, ſhall I be 
employed in ſounding forth the everlaſtin 

Praiſes of the molt high God. Oh! the dit- 
ference betwixt my Prayers and thoſe Praiſes, 
my Meditations of God, and my Fruition 
of Him, my Following after, and being Filled 
with Him! Oh! the difference berwixt Hear- 
ing or Reading of, and Beholding God, be- 
twixt celebrating the Memorial of Chriſt's 
Undertaking, and Enjoying the full Fruits of 
ir, betyyixt the Receiving of a Sacrament, 
and ſeeing and Converſing with Chriſt him- 
ſelf, and ſitting down at his Table in his 
Kingdom! betwixt a Communion of imper- 
fe& Saints, and the Society of glorious An- 
gels, and the perfect Spirits of the Juſt! Ina 
Word, for I mult have done; How vaſt will 
be the Difference betwixt the preſent dark 
Fore-thoughts of theſe great Things, and m 

Attainment of them! Oh let then the Conſi- 
deration of this Glory my Soul hath entered 
upon, filence and allay your Sorrow for my 
Departure, and quicken and raiſe your own 
earneſt ExpeQations of this bleſſed State! 
Let the believing Views and rational Hopes 
of it Chear now your own Soul, and intently 
fix your Affections and Thoughts there. And 
live in the Practice of the excellent Duty of 
Meditation, eſpecially on the future Happi- 
neſs. I believe it is but a very little while 
before we that now part with ſome ſadneſs 
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for thoſe we leave behind, /{hall all meet in 
the General Aſſembly of Saints, and be for 
ever with the Lord and with one another; 
wherefore be Comforted with thefe Words. 
No the God of Mercy thro the Son of his 
Love, Bleſs, protect and keep you, and all 
my ſurviving Friends, . Condutting you :by 
his Grace thro' this Vale of Tears, giving 
us all Boldnefs in the great Day of Chriſt's 
Appearance, and a Joyful Admiſſion into the 
everlaſting Kingdom. Theſe are the ſincere 
Deſires of Him who gives you this his laſt 
Fare wel, deſiring to manifeſt himſelf to have 
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